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A
1.  Call to Order

2.  Review/approval of minutes of the Fall 2009 Executive Committee Meeting 

MINUTES OF THE

ALABAMA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

FALL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY
SATURDAY, October 24, 2009, 8:00 AM; Room 033, Sciencenter
ALABAMA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE

FALL 2009 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

1.  Call to Order 8:25 am

Present: Safaa Al-Hamdani, Phil Bonding,  Scott Brande, Brian Burnes, Megan Gibbins, Richard Hudiburg, Larry Krannich, Adriane Ludwick, Ken Marion, Michiel Moeller, James Rayburn, Brian Thompson, Mickie Powel, Catherene Shields, Steve Watts.
	Report
	Action Item
	Action Taken
	Designated

Responsibility
	Due Date

	B4, C16
	Identify individuals for vacant Academy positions (Treasurer, State Director Science Olympiad, Chair Public Relations Committee)
	Working

On
	Nominating Committee
	Fall 2009

	B2
	Select a new State Director for Science Olympiad
	Working on
	Exec. Comm.
	Fall 2009

	B2
	Elect a new Treasurer
	
	Academy
	Spring 2010

	B7
	Submit one page biographies of selected scientists from Alabama universities.
	Done
	Academy members
	

	B7
	Encourage Academy members to submit manuscripts to the Journal
	Done
	Academy members
	

	B9
	Reconsider the action to be taken if West Regional Science Fair does not submit their payment.  Original motion was tabled until Fall 2009 exec meeting
	Motion
	Exec. Comm.
	Oct 2010

	B12 – VII
	Acquire contact information for local science teachers
	Done
	Catherine Shields
	Oct 2010

	C1
	Approval of Local Arrangements Committee plans for Spring 2010 Annual Meeting
	Done
	Exec. Comm.
	Fall 2009

	C5
	Realign the sections as recommended by the Long-Range Planning Committee (Amendment to C&B) at Spring 2009 meeting and moved for action at fall 2009 Exec. Comm. Mtg.
	Approved
	Exec. Comm. and Academy
	Fall 2009

	C5
	Future awards be constructed relative to the objectives of the Academy (Amendment to C&B)
	Approved
	Exec. Comm. and Academy
	Fall 2009

	C5
	New awards be establish only when sufficient funds are in place or will be available in a regular manner (Amendment to C&B)
	Approved
	Exec. Comm. and Academy
	Fall 2009

	C11
	Obtain photographs of members of the Executive Committee and forward to Archives
	Done 
	
	Spring 2010

	C11
	Forward copies of committee reports, minutes of Executive Committee meetings to Archives
	Done
	James Rayburn
	November 2009

	C11
	Obtain photographs of annual meeting attendees and forward to Archives
	
	
	

	C13
	Obtain nominees for Gardner Award and Fellows of the Alabama Academy of Science
	Reminder
	Academy
	Jan 15, 2010

	E
	Amend the Constitution and By-laws to be consistent with Long Range Planning Committee recommendations.
	Approved
	Exec. Comm. And Academy
	Fall 2009, Spring 2010


2.  Review/approval of minutes of the Spring 2009 Executive Committee Meeting 

Approved minutes Ken Marion motion, seconded by Al-Hamdani

Agenda B.  Officer Reports

1.
Board of Trustees Report, Ken Marion

No Report Submitted

2. 
President’s  Report, Brian Thompson
Brian Burnes and I have been working to fill committee vacancies.  Most committee members have agreed to re-appointment.  For those who wish to step down, we have sought replacements.  In particular, Marietta Cameron has tentatively agreed to appointment as Secretary of the Executive Committee.  The list of nominations appears in the nominating committee report.

Some vacancies in key committee positions remain unfilled.  The two most pressing concerns are finding replacements for the Treasurer of the Executive Committee and the Chair of Science Olympiads.  Both these positions were brought up for discussion at the previous Fall meeting.  After working another year in these positions, Taba Hamissou and Jane Nall simply cannot continue as Treasurer and Science Olympiad Chair, respectively.

On September 30, I accompanied Ellen Buckner and Larry Krannich to Alabama A&M University to visit the site of the spring meeting.  We were greeted by Drs. Yong Wang and Phil Bording, local arrangements co-chairs, and by Dr. Beverly Edmonds, VPAA.  The VPAA pledged her full support for the conference.  The facilities AAMU can provide are outstanding.  Phil and Yong presented us with several interesting options for the conference format.  In particular, we may be able to integrate our poster session with the university’s annual Science-Technology-Engineering-Mathematics poster session.

I have reviewed a first draft of changes to the Constitution and By-Laws made by Larry Krannich.  These changes incorporate the suggestions made by the Long Range Steering Committee and presented last Spring Meeting.

Action Items:

1. Identify an individual to serve as Treasurer

2. Identify an individual to serve as State Science Olympiad Director

3. 
Report of the President-Elect, Brian Burnes

Alabama Academy of Science 2009 Annual Meeting Report

Presentations and Posters

	Section
	Subject
	Number

	SECTION 1
	
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
	47

	SECTION II
	
CHEMISTRY
	13

	SECTION III
	
EARTH SCIENCE
	12

	SECTION IV
	
GEOGRAPHY, FORESTRY, CONSERVATION, AND PLANNING
	8

	SECTION V
	
PHYSICS AND MATHEMATICS
	12

	SECTION VI
	
INDUSTRY AND ECONOMICS
	8

	SECTION VII
	 
SCIENCE EDUCATION
	8

	SECTION VIII
	
BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
	8

	SECTION IX
	 
HEALTH SCIENCES
	12

	SECTION X
	
ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE
	6

	SECTION XI
	
ANTHROPOLOGY
	9

	SECTION XII

	                BIOETHICS & HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE
	7

	
	                Total
	130

	Institution
	Number

	Alabama A&M
	6

	Alabama State University
	1

	Auburn University
	15

	Auburn University Montgomery
	7

	Clemson University
	1

	Jacksonville State University
	10

	Judson College
	1

	Medical College of Georgia
	2

	Mississippi University for Women
	1

	Northern Illinois University1
	1

	Samford University
	2

	Troy State University
	10

	Tuskeegee University
	6

	University of Alabama
	5

	University of Alabama  - Birmingham
	26

	University of Alabama - Huntsville
	7

	University of North Alabama1
	1

	University of South Alabama
	3

	University of West Alabama
	25


                                       U n i v e r s i t y   of   W e s t  A l a b a m a

10/15/09                                       General Ledger Detail Trial Balance                              Page: 1

                                                For Period 10/01/2008 thru 09/30/2009

Fiscal Year: 2009                                                                                          FUND: 30 - Restricted

                                                                  Opening                                               Closing

     Date  Src  Ref.No      Description       Balance          Debits         Credits         Balance

   ------  ---  ----------- ------------------------------------  --------------  --------------  --------------  ------

30-00-31150-4101  Restricted : AL Acad. of Sci. : Fund Balance-Reserved 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Oct 01  AA   *YE-OB*Opening Balance  
714.00  
Oct Totals                                    

714.00            0.00            0.00  

Totals for 30-00-31150-4101                         714.00            0.00            0.00          714.00 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
30-00-31150-5631  Restricted : AL Acad. of Sci. : Non-Gov. Grants/Cont

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   Feb 28  JE   J005258     AAS Registration Fees                             320.00 

                            Feb Totals                                                      0.00          320.00  

   Mar 09  CR   A000000769  Summary for date "03/09/09"    0.00          427.50 

   Mar 25  CR   A000000779  Summary for date "03/25/09"    0.00          182.50 

   Mar 30  CR   A000000783  Summary for date "03/30/09"    0.00          505.00 

   Mar 31  JE   J005350     AAS Registration Fees                                                       2,645.00 

                            Mar Totals                                                      0.00        3,760.00  

   Apr 01  CR   A000000785  Summary for date "04/01/09"     0.00        4,240.00 

   Apr 20  CR   A000000835  Summary for date "04/20/09"     0.00          121.50 

   Apr 21  CR   A000000836  Summary for date "04/21/09"     0.00        1,340.00 

                            Apr Totals                                                      0.00        5,701.50  

Totals for 30-00-31150-5631                                 0.00            0.00        9,781.50        9,781.50-

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30-00-31150-7390  Restricted : AL Acad. of Sci. : Travel

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   Oct 24  PJ   V0041263    Dr. Brian S. Burnes                                            75.00                 

   Oct 31  JE   J004467     MP-B. Burnes                                                      84.90                 

                            Oct Totals                                                    159.90            0.00  

   Mar 31  JE   J005308     MP-K. England                              70.20                 

                            Mar Totals                                                    70.20            0.00  

Totals for 30-00-31150-7390                                 0.00          230.10            0.00          230.10   

                                       U n i v e r s i t y   of   W e s t  A l a b a m a

10/15/09                                       General Ledger Detail Trial Balance                                       Page: 2

                                                For Period 10/01/2008 thru 09/30/2009

Fiscal Year: 2009                                                                                          FUND: 30 - Restricted

                                                       Opening                                         Closing

     Date  Src  Ref.No      Description                     Balance          Debits         Credits  Balance

   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
30-00-31150-7390  Restricted : AL Acad. of Sci. : Travel

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
30-00-31150-8179  Restricted : AL Acad. of Sci. : Other Gen. Exp.

   Mar 31  JE   J005305     Printing Charges                              818.00                 

   Mar 31  JE   J005305     Printing Charges                              163.70                 

   Mar 31  JE   J005305     Printing Charges                                97.05                 

   Mar 31  PJ   V0051420    Petty Cash                                        65.56                 

                             Mar Totals                                                  1,144.31            0.00  

   Apr 03  PJ   V0051563    Petty Cash                                        32.08                 

   Apr 14  PJ   V0052004    Nature Conservancy                       100.00                 

   Apr 16  PJ   V0052077    Backwater Gallery and Frame        190.00                 

   Apr 16  PJ   V0052078    Aramark , Inc                               4,645.20                 

   Apr 21  PJ   V0052313    Qichao Liu                                        50.00                 

   Apr 21  PJ   V0052314    Joseph Castillo                                  25.00                 

   Apr 24  PJ   V0052340    Alabama Graphics                           292.60                 

   Apr 29  PJ   V0052527    Petty Cash                                          21.23                 

   Apr 30  JE   J005425     Printing job #426-8/09                    1,078.25                 

                            Apr Totals                                                     6,434.36            0.00  

   Jul 31  JE   J005847     Supply Room Charges                            5.00                 

                            Jul Totals                                                      5.00            0.00  

                Totals for 30-00-31150-8179                                 0.00        7,583.67            0.00        7,583.67 

                Totals for FUND: 30 - Restricted         714.00        7,813.77        9,781.50      1,253.73-
4.
Second Vice President Report, Mickie Powell

No Report Submitted
5.
Secretary Report, James Rayburn

As secretary,

1. I provided the  membership list to Eugene Omasta for grant.

2. I provided sets of labels of current members to Safaa Al-Hamdani for the journal.

3. I provided the minutes to Dr. Al-Hamdani.

4. As of October 14, 2009 we have 299 members including library and other members.  (This is down 23 members compared to this time last fall; we are down 59 members for the last two years; 108 are paid for 2010) 

5. I have recorded $4770.00 in dues paid for 2008.  We also have $200 already paid for 2010.

6. We currently have on the rolls 132 Active members (36 paid), 13 emeritus, 71 lifetime, 51 Student (1 paid), 32 other members (none paid) see figure below.

7. If membership stays stable, we can expect $3,760.00 more in dues for 2010.  This has been a good indicator within $1,000 of actual dues taken in for the year based on past years, usually a low estimate.

8. Memberships by section are listed below.

[image: image3.png]



	Section #
	Total #

	1
	104

	2
	22

	3
	6

	4
	4

	5     
	27

	6
	5

	7
	8

	8
	10

	9
	32

	10
	13

	11
	8

	12
	4

	77(other)
	33

	None selected
	23

	
	299


9. I have not gotten reminders out yet, I am working on reminder cards with information about web page to be approved at October meeting.  They will go out I hope before October 31.

10. We need to continue to improve PayPal Information.

6.  Treasurer’s Report, Taba Hamissou

The treasurer’s report consists of the following:


All account balance as of October 14, 2009


All financial assets report, as of October 14, 2009


Incomes and Expenses statement as of October 14, 2009

The quarterly income for the Academy is $35,768.65, including the Science Fair’s. The expenses totaled $32,056.01. The two cds generated $418.24 interest. One printing invoice for the journal issues was paid by Auburn University. No library supports were received this quarter. The Academy assets decreased by $2,053.01 from March to October. The decrease is due to low membership dues received and the annual meeting expenses.

Respectively submitted,

Taba Hamissou

All Account Balances as of 10/14/2009

Account








Balance

ASSETS









Bank accounts

cd(1) + cd(2)
$21,960.06

Saving account
$1,263.82

Checking
$3,712.64

TOTAL ASSETS
$26,936.52
March 13, 2009 – October 14, 2009

March 13, 2009 

cd(1) + cd(2)
$21,541.82


Saving account
$1,261.01

Checking Account Balance
$6,186.70

October 134, 2009

cd(1) + cd(2)
$21,960.06

Saving account
$1,263.82

Checking account
$3,712.64

Total Academy Assets all accounts (March 13, 2009)
$26,936.52

Assets decrease in this quarter: 
$2,053.01

7. Journal Editor Report, Safaa Al-Hamdani

The following has been accomplished since the last meeting:

· The Alabama Academy of Science Journal Vol. 80. No 1&2 has been successfully released.  

· We are on time in releasing the October issue of the journal for 2009.  I am planning to send all the articles to the publisher by the end of October.

· I would like to bring to the attention to the members of the academy to become more active in submitting papers to the journal and volunteering to review manuscripts.

· I would like to invite each university in Alabama to submit one page biography for a selected scientist of their choice to be included in each issue of the journal.

· I have met with Tom Ash, the Executive Sales Representative for Cengage Learning - Brooks/Cole Pub. and he informed me that they are willing to continue to advertise in the journal.

8. 
Counselor to Alabama Junior Academy of Science Report, Henry Barwood
No Report Submitted

9.
Science Fair Coordinator Report, Virginia Valardi

Twenty high school students from across the state of Alabama traveled to Reno, Nevada to compete in the 60th International Science and Engineering Fair (May 10-16, 2009. Intel/ISEF is the world’s largest pre -college science and engineering competition. Over 1500 students from 56 countries competed in this event that culminates a year of research and experimentation by these young scientists. The awards are given by category (16 different) or as special awards from over 60 participating organizations. 

The 2009 winners from the State of Alabama were:

Grand Awards:

Category Animal Science: 

First Award of $3,000
The Effect of Honey Hydrogen Peroxide Concentration on Small Hive Beetle (Aethina tumida) Survival Lydia L McCormick, 16, Junior, Jefferson County International Baccalaureate, Birmingham, Alabama

Category Computer Science:

Second Award of $1,500
Do You 'ear Wha' I 'ear?, II: Lowering Voice Frequencies in Real Time to Revolutionize Hearing Assistance Technology  Nicholas Mycroft Christensen, 17, Junior, Wetumpka High School, Wetumpka, Alabama

Category Computer Science Teams:

Second Award of $1,500
Stylometric "Fingerprinting": A Computerized Approach to Author Identification

Ashley Kate Vechinski, 14, Freshman Bethany Lynne Johnson, 15, Sophomore Life Christian Academy, Harvest, Alabama

Special Awards:

Acoustical Society of America
Student award of $500.00, in addition the student's school will be awarded $200, and the student's will be awarded $100 (1). Each winner will also receive a one-year ASA membership

Do You 'ear Wha' I 'ear?, II: Lowering Voice Frequencies in Real Time to Revolutionize Hearing Assistance Technology  Nicholas Mycroft Christensen, 17, Junior, Wetumpka High School, Wetumpka, Alabama

IEEE Computer Society
First Award of $1000 (1), Team First Award of $500 for each team member Winners will receive a framed certificate, and a one-year free subscription to the CS magazine of their choice. A winner’s group photo will also be published in an issue of "Computer" magazine.

Stylometric "Fingerprinting": A Computerized Approach to Author Identification

Ashley Kate Vechinski, 14, Freshman Bethany Lynne Johnson, 15, Sophomore Life Christian Academy, Harvest, Alabama

Office of Naval Research on behalf of the United States Navy and Marine Corps.
Tuition Scholarship Award in the amount of $8,000, Scholarships are payable at $2,000 a year for four years. Recipients also receive a certificate signed by the Chief of Naval Research and the Vice Chief of Naval Research, and a U.S. Navy memento.

The Evidence and Potential Roles of Allelopathic Agents Present in Sweet Potatoes (Ipomoea batatas) Mason Cole McFarland, 17, Junior, Jefferson County International Baccalaureate School, Birmingham, Alabama  

United Technologies Corporation
United Technologies Corporation (UTC) is a diversified company whose business units include Carrier heating and air conditioning, Hamilton Sundstrand aerospace systems and industrial products, Otis elevators and escalators, Pratt & Whitney aircraft engines, Sikorsky helicopters, UTC Fire & Security protection services, UTC Power fuel cells, and the United Technologies Research Center. We are proud to recognize 8 projects for excellence in science and engineering. Each winning project will receive $2,000 in shares of UTC common stock. Each winner will also receive a plaque, a digital camera, backpack and the United Technologies Corporation Annual Report.

Do You 'ear Wha' I 'ear?, II: Lowering Voice Frequencies in Real Time to Revolutionize Hearing Assistance Technology  Nicholas Mycroft Christensen, 17, Junior, Wetumpka High School, Wetumpka, Alabama

Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Institute of Technology is the only private technological University in the southeastern United States and is rated by the Princeton Review as the best private college in Florida. Florida Tech, located on the Space Coast near Kennedy Space Center, offers full undergraduate and graduate programs in engineering, science, psychology, business, and aeronautics. Scholarship Award of $12,500 per year, renewable annually (12). Florida Tech is offering 12 tuition scholarships of $50,000 each, to be distributed over four years.

The Role of Proteasomal Subunits in Polyglutamine Protein Aggregation in the Nematode C. elegans Dave Raj Praharaj, 16, Junior, Virgil I. Grissom High School, Huntsville, Alabama

The following two awards were presented to all of the students from Alabama. These students were: Kelly Sabrina Lynn, Nicholas Christensen, Parker Caviness, Todd Thrash, Gregory Lorino, Joseph Latham, Bethany Johnson, Ashley Vechinski, Dave Praharaj, Nathan Tinker, Joel Tinker, Marcel Girgis, Lydia McCormick, Mason McFarland, James LeCroy, Rakesh Goli, Tyler Odle, John Christopher Ashburn, Winston Joe, and Anya Glandon.

Wolfram Research, Inc.
Through innovation and progressive growth Wolfram Research continues to thrive as the world's leading technical software company. Wolfram Research products maintain a reputation for innovation, power, quality, and elegance. The company's aim can be summarized: Pushing the Envelope of Technical Computing. Wolfram Research is pleased to support the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair by presenting all finalists with their own copy of Mathematica 5.2 Software for students. Mathematica integrates a numeric and symbolic computational engine, graphics system, programming language, documentation system, and advanced connectivity to other applications. It is this range of Capabilities that makes Mathematica uniquely capable as a "one stop shop" for technical computing. Mathematica software for all Intel ISEF Finalists and Observers 

Sierra Nevada College
SNC combines the liberal arts and professional preparedness through an interdisciplinary curriculum which emphasizes entrepreneurial thinking and environmental, social, economic and educational sustainability. These graduates will be scholars and contributors to a sustainable world. SNC is offering the "Science Scholarship" of $12,500 per year for 4 years to ALL Intel ISEF finalists! 

10.
Alabama Science Olympiad Report, Jane Nall
Herculean efforts continue to be made each year by staff and volunteers on several university campuses, and teachers, parents, and students of over 200 public and private schools, so they might experience the joys and thrills of doing lab hands-on science.  

Presently, registrations for teams and setting tournament hosts and dates are in progress.  Probably due to the economy and funding cutbacks, fewer teams and hosting institutions are expected.

The elementary levels compete at various local and regional tournaments.  Currently, the number of new teams registering has increased.

The University of West Alabama, Jacksonville High School and Auburn University host an A2 tournament (grades 4-6) and report they have a great time, and they are already planning this year’s tournaments.  

Presently, two regional C tournaments are scheduled at University of Alabama - Tuscaloosa and Huntsville.  Thus, there is a reduction from five C tournaments to two and three regional B tournaments are University of Alabama - Tuscaloosa and Huntsville,  and the Auburn University.  State Alabama B will be held at Huntingdon College and Alabama C will be on the campus of Jacksonville State University in April.  State Director is meeting with Spring Hill College science department this week in the hope they will host.  Otherwise there will be no tournaments south of Montgomery.

Science Olympiad events address the National Standards for Science Education and comprise all areas of science including astronomy, meteorology, experimental design, genetics, anatomy, process skills for life science and biology, chemistry and polymers, physics, earth science and fossils, and water quality and the environment, map skills, GIS and remote sensing as well as building events such as a Rube Goldberg-like device, robot, bottle rocket, plane, bridge and tower building, musical instruments.  Alternating events in taxonomy include topics of trees, amphibians and reptiles, birds, insects.

Still the best kept secret in the State, many volunteers of Alabama Science Olympiad continue to provide students the opportunity to participate and compete in Science Olympiad.  Teachers, parents, coaches, bus drivers, university professors, university work study students, and other volunteers work to provide the students of Alabama the joys of “doing science” in an arena resembling athletic tournaments.

Director Nall is in search of more universities willing to host tournaments!  Please consider showcasing your campus and join us in the fun! The State Director is appointed by the Alabama Academy of Science.  To date Alabama has been lead by two directors – 1985-1996 Mr. Steven Carey, University of Mobile and 1997-present Ms. Jane Nall, Spanish Fort High School and the University of Mobile.

National this year will be May 20-22, 2010 hosted by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
ALABAMA SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 2009-2010

Division A2 Grades 3-6 Olympiad Tournaments

University of West Alabama, Tuesday, October 20, 2009. Dr. Jeffery Merida. Univ. of West Alabama, Station 7, Livingston, AL 35470.  jmerida@uwa.edu    
Jacksonville High School, Saturday, February 27, 2010.   David Peters, 1000 George Douthit Drive SW, Jacksonville, AL 36265.  (256) 435-4177, www.esoatjhs.org 

 
Auburn University, Date  Greg Harris & Terry Tidwell, Department of Mathematics, 218 Parker Hall, Auburn, AL 36830 harriga@auburn.edu or tidweto@auburn.edu 



Division B Grades 6-9 Olympiad Tournaments                                                                

Auburn University, Date Dr. Steve Stuckwisch, Department of Geology, 108 Tichenor Hall, Auburn University, AL 36830. (251) 844-6575 sstuckwisch@charter.net;  http://www.auburn.edu/~stuckse/ScienceOlympiad/ 

University of Alabama at Huntsville, Saturday, February 20, 2010.   Mrs. Vanessa Colebaugh, 5019 Willow Creek Drive, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763. (256) 922-5747 nessacita@comcast.net, http://www.uah.edu/sciolympiad/index.php 

University of Alabama, Saturday, February 13, 2010. Luoheng Han, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor,  College of Arts and Sciences, University of Alabama, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0268, Phone: 205.348.7007,  Fax: 205.348.0272. www.as.ua.edu
Division C Grades 9-12 Olympiad Tournaments

University of Alabama at Huntsville, Saturday, February 20, 2010.  Mrs. Vanessa Colebaugh, 5019 Willow Creek Drive, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763. (256) 922-5747 nessacita@comcast.net,  http://www.uah.edu/sciolympiad/index.php 

University of Alabama, Saturday, February 13, 2010. Luoheng Han, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Alabama, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0268, Phone: 205.348.7007, Fax: 205.348.0272. www.as.ua.edu
State Science Olympiad Tournaments

Huntingdon College, Saturday March 14, 2010.  Division B, Dr. Sidney Stubbs, Assoc. Vice President for Institutional Assessment and Compliance and Professor of Mathematics  sstubbs@huntingdon.edu and Dr. Jim Daniels, Assoc. Prof. of Biology,  jdaniels@huntingdon.edu , 1500 E Fairview Ave, Montgomery, AL 36106 (334) 833-4430 

Jacksonville State University, March 3, 2010.  Division C,  Dr. Nagarajan Vasumathi (Vasi), Assistant  Professor of  Chemistry Department of Physical and Earth Sciences (PES, 232-B Martin Hall, Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, AL 36265.  Ph: 256-782-5816, fax: 256-782-5336, nvasumat@jsu.edu
2010 Science Olympiad National Tournament • May 20-22, 2010 hosted by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
State Director:  Jane Nall, 31110 Wakefield Drive, Spanish Fort, AL 36527 (251) 621-2911, email drnall@hotmail.com   Alabama Science Olympiad web page:  http://aso.jsu.edu/   

11.  Counselor to AAAS Report, Steve Watts,    No Report Submitted
12. Section Officers


I.
Biological Sciences Section Report, Megan Gibbons
The final numbers for the March 2009 AAS meeting at University of West Alabama were:

A total of 49 presentations were made by faculty and students.


25 talks


24 posters

Seven students were entered in the competition for best talk. The award for best talk was given to:

Andrew T. Coleman, UAB, Diamondback terrapin hatchling orientation: to sea or not to see? That is the question.

Fourteen students were entered in the competition for best poster. Since we had more the 

12 students in the poster competition we gave two awards.

Aaron T. Neal of UAB Malaria vaccine candidate Plasmodium falciparum merozoite surface protein 6: assessing genetic diversity in the Peruvian Amazon.

Kimberly A. Hobbs, University of Alabama Huntsville, Raman spectroscopic analysis of pancreatic islets.

The talks and poster sessions were well attended. Breaking up the talk sessions with poster viewing sessions seems to have increased attendance at the posters.

Dr. Megan Gibbons has taken over as chair of the Biological Sciences section, and Dr. Ketia L. Shumaker has accepted the position of vice-chairman for the Biological Sciences section.

II.  
Chemistry Section Report, Emanuel Waddell.
No Report Submitted
III.
Geology & Earth Science Section Report

No Report Submitted 

IV. Geography, Forestry, Conservation & Planning Section Report, Vacant.
No Report Submitted
V.
Physics and Mathematics Section Report, Akshaya Kumar

I am pleased to report that total ten presenters (seven oral and three poster presentations) out of twelve submitted abstracts presented their research work in the Physics and Mathematics Section, at the Annual Meeting this year. 

Two student papers for oral presentations and three poster presentations had been entered for student award competition.

There was a tie for best oral presentation award. It was given to two students, Mr. Hashim K. Samuel from Tuskegee University and Mr. Chun-Wei Wang from University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Best poster presentation award was awarded to Ms. Deirdre N. Watts from University of Alabama at Huntsville.

In 2010, we will continue our efforts to increase the number of participants in the physics and mathematics section. 
VI.
Industry & Economics Section Report, Marsha Griffin
No Report Submitted 

VII.
Science Education Section Report, Karen Utz.

There were a number of innovative and informative presenters who participated in the 2009 Science Education section. The participants and papers are as follows, 

· Michelle Sidler, Auburn University, “Science Studies in First-Year Composition”
· Heather Guy, UAB, “The Medical and Social Impact of Cholera in the 19th Century and Beyond”
· James P. Cormier, UAB, “Super-Size It! Large-Scale Anatomy Exhibits in Informal Science Education”

· Erika M. Steele, UA, “Comparing Faculty Perceptions with Classroom Observations”
· Bruce Wheatley, UAB, “Teaching Science and Evolution in Anthropology”

As always, the Education Section offered lively discussion sessions at the end of each panel. We allowed for more discussion time this year, which was sorely lacking in past years. 

We need to bring in Science Educators and Teachers from the surrounding areas to take advantage of these worthwhile science education sessions. How can I obtain contact information for local science teachers? What type of PR is done each year to bring in those from the surrounding areas? I have discussed this concern with Ellen Buckner and would like to meet with her again to discuss in greater detail. 

Action Item: Acquire contact information for local science teachers.

VIII.
Behavioral and Social Sciences Section Report, Richard Hudiburg.
Section VIII – Behavioral and Social Sciences  had  6 papers and 1 poster for the 86th annual meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science.

The section chair and vice-chair will make an effort to contact academic departments at colleges and universities in Alabama in order to encourage participation in the 87th annual meeting.
IX.
Health Sciences Section Report, Bettina H. Riley
In response to the 86th Annual Meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science’s 2009 call for paper and poster titles, nine paper titles and three poster titles were received. All were accepted. Six papers were entered into the student competition. Two posters were entered into the student competition. The overall number of respondents was consistent with last year’s level. Two of the papers withdrew from the competition prior to the competition. One paper not entered in the competition withdrew prior to the meeting.


The paper and poster presentations were held on Thursday, March 26, 2009 in Bibb Graves Hall. The papers were presented in Room 204 and the posters with authors were available in the second floor hallway. The business meeting was conducted during the intermission at 10:15. A Vice Chair was elected for the 2009 – 2011 terms. His name is John M. Martin from the University of South Alabama.


The goal for the 87th Annual Meeting was set to increase the number of paper and poster presentations for this section. This should have an added benefit of increasing membership. As a result, contacts from five colleges around Huntsville have been identified to be targeted first with email invitations to participate in the March 2010 Annual Meeting. Other schools across the state will be emailed as well. Students from all health sciences will be targeted for participation, including medicine, nursing, public health, dentistry, optometry, health sciences biomedical, etc.  

X.
Engineering and Computer Science Section Report, Brian Toone
There is nothing to report at this time. I need to work to get the section more organized and start soliciting papers for the spring meeting.

XI. Anthropology Section Report, Harry Holstein.
No Report Submitted

XII
Bioethics and History/Philosophy of Science Section Report, Gerry Elfstrom
No Report Submitted 
13.
Executive Director Report, Larry Krannich
Since March, 2009, I have been involved in the following activities as the Executive Director of the Alabama Academy of Science:

1. Distributed the Local Arrangements Manual to the local arrangements committee at the Alabama A&M University to assist them concerning arrangements, program booklet needs, and deadlines associated with the annual meeting of the Academy to be held on the Alabama A&M campus, March 31 and April 1, 2010 with the Executive Committee meeting on March 30th. 

2. Attended the site visit at the Alabama A&M University on September 30th.

3. Prepared letters for distribution in late October to Alabama colleges and universities to solicit financial support for the Journal.

4. Prepared the Call for Papers for the 87th meeting of the Academy that will be distributed to all Section Chairs in hard and electronic copy after November 15th.

5. Updated the fliers and letters being sent to all Alabama chemistry faculty to solicit the participation of undergraduates and Alabama college and university Chemistry faculty in the 5th annual Undergraduate Chemistry Research symposium to be held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Academy.  

6. Contacted local sections of the American Chemical Society in the State to assess their willingness to again co-sponsor the state-wide undergraduate chemistry research symposium with the Academy.

7. Developed a draft of changes to the AAS Constitution & By-laws to incorporate changes recommended by the Long Range Planning Committee regarding reorganization of Academy sections and development of future awards, and the inclusion of the Fellows of the Academy program. 

8. Consulted with Brian Toone, Editor for Electronic Media, to re-activate the on-line submission of Executive Committee reports and generate a compiled document for distribution to all attendees at the meeting. 

9. Developed a doodle.com site for intended participation in the Executive Committee breakfast and meeting.

10. Prepared the committee chair report compilation and action items for distribution at the Fall Executive Committee meeting.

C.  Committee Reports
1. Local Arrangements Committee Report, Yong Wang, Phil Bording
This report will be an oral report at the Executive Committee Meeting.

Action Item:
1.  Approval of Local Arrangements Committee plans for Spring 2010 Annual Meeting.

2.  Finance Committee Report, Ken Marion

The assets of the Academy as reported at the Fall Executive Committee meetings and Annual Spring meetings since 2001 are listed below.

Period


Assets
Change
Period



Assets

Change



(End of Period)







(End of Period)

1/1 – 10/12/2001
$71,763



1/1 – 12/31/2001

$75,813




1/1 – 10/12/2002
$72,197
       $434
1/1 – 12/31/2002

$72,813
 
 –$3,000

1/1 – 10/12/2003
$71,403
     –$794
1/1 – 12/31/2003

$74,800
 
   $1,987

1/1 – 10/26/2004
$74,265 
    $2,862
1/1 – 12/31/2004

$74,610*
 
 –$   190

1/1 – 10/26/2005
$63,895
–$10,370
1/1 – 12/31/2005

$65,561*
 
 –$9,049

1/1 – 10/26/2006
$62,162     –$1,733
1/1 – 12/31/2006

$67,555*
 
   $1,994

1/1 – 10/31/2007
$34,004
–$28,158
1/1 – 12/31/2007

$36,435*

–$31,120

1/1 – 10/10/2008
$25,618
  –$8,386
1/1 –−3/13/2009

$28,989*

−$  7,446

1/1 – 10/14/2009    
$26,937       $1,319       

During the last 12 months the financial assets of the Academy have remained relatively stable. A major reason for this has been the recent renewed financial support from the AU library for printing of the Journal. However, it should still be noted that our total assets remain near a decade low. The Academy needs to maintain realistic budgets to reflect this and, should conditions warrant, be prepared to consider steps (i.e., dues increase, increased meeting registration fees, etc.) to augment revenue in the near future.

3.
Membership Committee Report, Mark Meade,


No Report Submitted 

4.
Committee on Research Report


No Report Submitted

5.
Long-Range Planning Committee
No formal report is submitted.

The spring 2009 report will be discussed as an action item at the fall 2009 Executive Committee Meeting.  See pages 18-20 of this Executive Committee document.

Action Items: 


1.  Realign the sections as recommended by the Long-Range Planning Committee


2.  Future awards be constructed relative to the objectives of the Academy


3.  New awards be established only when sufficient funds are in place or will be available in a regular manner.
6.
Auditing, Senior Academy Committee Report, Robert Angus
I have contacted the Treasurer, Taba Hamissou. In December, Dr. Hamissou will make the bank records available to me. The audit will consist of me going over the Treasurer’s records for funds received and funds paid out to assure that the records are accurate. I will submit the final auditor’s report before the spring meeting.

7.
Auditing, Junior Academy Committee Report, Henry Barwood

No report submitted.

8.
Editorial Board & Associate Journal Editors Committee Report, Thane Wibbels
No report submitted.

9.
Place and Date of Meeting Committee Report, Mark Meade

No report submitted.

10.
Committee on Public Relations Report, Roland Dute
No report submitted.

11.
Archives Committee Report, Troy Best
We need to obtain photographs (especially of members of the Executive Committee), committee reports, minutes of the AAS Executive Committee meetings, and any other materials that may be of interest to our membership.  Items that may not seem of interest at present may be of great interest in the future.  Photographs of officers and members at meetings are of special interest.

If you have items that you believe may be worthy of inclusion in the AAS Archives, please send them to me or to Dr. Dwayne D. Cox, University Archivist, Auburn University Ralph B. Draughon Library, 231 Mell Street, Auburn University, AL  36849.
Access to our AAS Archives is available 7:45-4:45 Monday-Friday.   Dr. Cox has provided the following information relative to access.  Archives materials do not go out on interlibrary loan.  Patrons can come in and use them according to the donor specifications.  Some require special permission from the donating office or persons who made the donation or sometimes the archivist.   Materials to be used at night or weekends need to have special arrangements made so they can be pulled before 4:30 in the afternoon (Friday afternoon for weekend use).  Copies can be made in most cases and that can be done either by going through InfoQuest or contacting Dr. Cox or the reference desk at 334/844-1732.

I encourage all officers and members of the AAS to donate significant documents, photographs, etc. to the archives.

Action Items:

1.  Obtain photographs of members of the Executive Committee


2.  Obtain copies of committee reports, minutes of Executive Committee meetings


3.  Obtain photographs of annual meeting attendees.

12.
Committee on Science and Public Policy Report, Scott Brande
Although no committee meetings were held this past year, I followed four relevant issues.

Evolution in the public school classroom

As I predicted last fall, representatives and senators in the Alabama legislature introduced again “Academic Freedom” bills in the 2009 legislative session. HB300 and SB560 are identical (with the exception of one descriptor term), and largely copy the language of bills introduced in previous years and in other states. These bills ostensibly protect the academic freedom of teachers and students who wish to express in the science classroom opinions antithetical to evolution, but they are really creationist bills in disguise (and the descriptor keywords include “creationism, “intelligent design”, and “origins”). I corresponded with the National Center for Science Education, which notified Alabama members of the legislative action. Fortunately, none of the bills have been enacted to date.

Adoption of Science Curriculum and Textbooks in Alabama

The Alabama Course of Study:Science was adopted in 2004, and science textbooks were adopted in 2005. The usual controversies over evolution in K-12 public school science classrooms won’t return as an issue until 2010-11.

Evolution in the news

A) Michael Zimmerman, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Butler University (Indiana) founded The Clergy Project, which began to support the teaching of evolution and oppose the misrepresentations of conflicts between science and religion. As of 10/20/09, 12,087 Christian, 459 rabbis, and 208 Unitarian Universalist clergy have signed on with the project

The Clergy Project helped to organize various activities around the world to celebrate Evolution Weekend 2009 (13-15 February 2009) and discuss the compatibility of religion and science. Although I distributed background material to area clergy, to the Birmingham News, and to WBHM, I saw little interest locally in covering this event.

B) LivingWaters.com – Kirk Cameron, an American actor (Growing Pains) and now evangelist, has partnered with Ray Comfort in LivingWaters.com, a ministry to teach Christians how to promote their faith "simply, effectively, Biblically ... the way Jesus did" (Wikipedia).

The current LivingWaters.com Origin into Schools project has said it will distributed some 120,000 copies of Darwin’s Origin of Species at the top 100 universities in the U.S. Another 70,000 copies have been purchased by churches and individuals for distribution. This book contains the complete Origin, and a 50 page introduction written by Comfort that “…reveals the dangerous fruit of evolution, Hitler’s undeniable connections to the theory, Darwin’s racism and his disdain for women. It counters the claim that creationists are "anti-science" by citing numerous scientists who believed that God created the universe — scientists such as Einstein, Newton, Copernicus, Bacon, Faraday, Pasteur, and Kepler.”

I do not know yet of any local distribution efforts, but I’ll keep watch on this project and report developments at our next meeting.

13.
Gardner Award & Fellows Committee Report, Prakash Sharma
The first meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science was held at Sidney Lanier High School, Montgomery, Alabama, April 4, 1924, in conjunction with the Alabama Educational Association Meeting.  Wright Gardner was elected as an office bearer of the academy in this meeting.  Through his early studies he became determined to make teaching and research his two goals for his life.  The Wright Gardner Award was established, after the name of this great future looking scientist and educator, by the Alabama Academy of Science in 1984 to honor individuals whose work during residence in Alabama had been outstanding.  Persons nominated for this award have included researchers, teachers, industrialists, clinicians, scholars and active members and office bearers of the Alabama Academy of Science.

This is to request each and every member of this academy to publicize to individuals, heads of departments, deans and provosts of colleges and universities about this prestigious award.  Please solicit nominations from individuals and different academic and industrial organizations for this award.  The nomination should be forwarded to:

Dr. P. C. Sharma, Chair, Wright Gardner & Fellow Award Committee, 

Head of Physics Department 

Tuskegee University

Tuskegee, AL 36088.  

Phone: (334) 727-8998; Fax:  (334) 724-3917 

e-mail: pcsharma@tuskegee.edu
You are welcome to nominate by either e-mail or mailing a hard copy. 

The nominations should consist of the following documents.

(i) Formal Nomination Letter, 

(ii) Vitae and at least three letters of references from peers, administrators and one by an expert in the area of his/her research, and

(iii) One page citation that will be used for presentation of the award.

Anything missing from items (i, ii, iii) will result in rejection of the nomination.  The closing date for nominations is January 15, 2010.  The award will be presented in the “Joint Annual Meeting of Junior and Senior Alabama Academy of Science, 2010.

The Fellow of the Alabama Academy of Science designation is made by the Alabama Academy of Science to recognize individuals for their contributions in science in the State of Alabama and for their service to the Academy.  AAS members are invited to submit nominations for this award to the chair of the committee not later than January 15, 2010.  Members of the committee should encourage AAS members to submit nominations of outstanding persons. Each nomination should consist of a curriculum vitae and documentation substantiating the person’s special contribution to science in Alabama and service to the Academy.

Nomination can be submitted by either e-mail or mailing a hard copy.  The address is given below:

Dr. P. C. Sharma, Chair, Wright Gardner & Fellow Award Committee, 

Head of Physics Department, 

Tuskegee University

Tuskegee, AL 36088.  

Phone: (334) 727-8998; Fax:  (334) 724-3917 

e-mail: pcsharma@tuskegee.edu
The nominations should consist of the following documents.

(i) Formal Nomination Letter

(ii) Vitae and at least four letters of references from experts in area of his/her research and

(iii) One page citation that will be used for presentation of the award.

Anything missing from items (i, ii, iii) will result in rejection of the nomination.  The closing date for nominations is January 15, 2010.  The award will be presented in the “Joint Annual Meeting of Junior and Senior Alabama Academy of Science Meeting, 2010.

Dr. P. C. Sharma, Chair

Wright Gardner & Fellow Award Committee 

14. 
Carmichael Award Committee Report, Richard Hudiburg
The committee welcomes two new members appointed to assist in the review of articles for the 2010 The Emmett B. Carmichael Award: David Nelson, University of South Alabama and Larry Davenport, Samford University.

The committee looks forward to reviewing research articles published in Volume 80 of the Journal of the Alabama Academy of Science in 2009. The Emmett B. Carmichael Award will be announced during the 87th annual meeting in March – April  2010.

15.
Resolutions Committee Report, Mark Meade
A resolution will be drafted in memory of Dr. Level Hazlegrove who was a long-time member of the Academy and a past Executive Director.
16.
Nominating Committee Report, Mickie Powell by Brian Thompson.
Listed below are committee positions up for re-appointment this year, and nominees (or lack thereof) for each position.

	Committee
	Position
	nominee
	comment

	Archives
	 Chair
	Troy L. Best
	re-appointment

	Auditing Junior Academy
	 
	Henry L. Barwood
	no reply

	Auditing Junior Academy
	 
	Govind Menon
	re-appointment

	Budget and Finance
	Trustee
	Ellen Buckner
	re-appointment

	Budget and Finance
	Counselor to the Junior Academy
	Henry L. Barwood
	no reply

	
	Secretary
	Marietta Cameron
	Will replace 

James Rayburn

	
	Treasurer
	unfilled
	To replace Taba Hamissou

	Electronic Media:  
	 Associate Editor
	Marietta Cameron
	re-appointment

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	David Nelson
	replaces

Linda Reed

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	Robert Pitt
	re-appointment

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	Larry Davenport
	replaces 

James Bradley

	Gorgas Scholarship Program:  
	 
	Elizabeth Dobbins
	re-appointment

	Gorgas Scholarship Program:  


	 
	David H. Nelson
	re-appointment

	Long Range Planning:  
	 
	Anne Cusic
	re-appointment

	Long Range Planning:  
	 
	Ken Marion
	re-appointment

	Mason Scholarship 
	 
	Malcolm Braid
	replaces

Lori Cormier

	Membership:
	 Chair
	unnecessary
	

	Public Relations: 
	 
	unfilled
	Roland Dute

requests replacement

	Public Relations:  
	 
	Ken Marion
	re-appointment

	Regional Science Fairs:
	 Chair
	Virginia Valardi
	re-appointment

	Research: 
	 
	Bruce Smith
	re-appointment

	Research:  
	 
	Alan Sprague
	re-appointment

	Research:
	 
	Robert Thacker
	re-appointment

	Resolutions:
	 
	 

Mark Meade
	re-appointment

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	Steven Carey
	no reply

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	Boakai Robertson
	re-appointment

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	 James Bradley
	no reply

	Science Olympiads:
	 Chair
	unfilled
	Jane  Nall

requests replacement

	Wright A. Gardner Award:
	 
	Anne Cusic
	re-appointment verified - Sharma

	Wright A. Gardner Award:  
	 
	Barrett Bryant
	re-appointment verified - Sharma

	Wright A. Gardner Award:  
	 
	Gene Byrd
	re-appointment verified - Sharma


17. 
William H. Mason Scholarship Committee Report, Mike Moeller
In spite of sending an informational flyer and application forms to all the deans of colleges sciences and all the deans of colleges of education in Alabama, the Committee received no applications for the William H. Mason Scholarship last spring.  

  The previous recipients of the William H. Mason Scholarship are:


1990 - 1991
Amy Livengood Sumner


1991 - 1992
Leella Shook Holt


1992 - 1993
Joni Justice Shankles


1993 - 1994
Jeffrey Baumbach


1994 - 1995
(Not awarded)


1995 - 1996
Laura W. Cochran


1996 - 1997
Tina Anne Beams


1997 - 1998
Carole Collins Clegg


1998 - 1999
Cynthia Ann Phillips


1999 - 2000
Ruth Borden


2000 - 2001
Karen Celestine, Amy Murphy


2001 - 2002
Jeannine Ott


2002 - 2003
(Not awarded)


2003 - 2004
Kanessa Miller


2004 - 2005
(Not awarded)


2005 - 2006
Mary Busbee, Bethany Knox


2006 - 2007
Kelly Harbin


2007 - 2008
Michael Hallman


2008 – 2009
Sheri Sanders Grosso


2009 – 2010
(Not awarded)

Attached to this report is a copy of an announcement that the Committee again plans to be sending soon to deans in colleges of science and colleges of education within Alabama.  Members of the AAS Executive Committee are encouraged to copy and disseminate this information.

18. Gorgas Scholarship Committee Report, Elllen Buckner
During the 2008-2009 academic year, numerous teachers were encouraged to sponsor student research submissions to both the Gorgas and AJAS Paper Reading competitions. Avenues for contacting teachers included: 

1. sponsorship of a booth at the Alabama Science Teachers’ Association (ASTA) meeting in October, 2008 at the McWane Center in Birmingham, 

2. presentation of a session at ASTA with Jarrod Lockhart, who works with teachers and students competing in Science Fair, describing research opportunities for students, 

3. mailing a letter and brochures to science teachers throughout the state in October of 2008, 

4. e-mails to science teachers throughout the state, 

5. phone calls to teachers,

6.  enclosing Gorgas and AJAS fliers in packets given to winners at the Central Region Science Fair at UAB in March, 2009,

7. placing Gorgas and AJAS fliers at the registration table at the Alabama State Science Fair in April, 2009.

Student participation in both Gorgas and AJAS is growing, but there is much room for continuing to increase submissions. Invitations to teachers resulted in identification of regional coordinators for two additional regions: Virginia Vilardi in the South Central region and Mary Thomaskutty in the North region. The South Central region was represented at the state competition. In the Central region, Janet Ort from Hoover High School sponsored student submissions for the first time and the submissions resulted in winning papers that proceeded to the State competition. One Hoover student won at the state level and attended the national Junior Science and Humanities Symposium (JSHS).

Ellen Buckner, Larry Krannich, Catherine Shields, Mark Jones, and Michael Hallman wrote a grant requesting funds to 1. support personnel to contact teachers and 2. provide incentives for teachers to mentor students through independent research and submit projects to both Gorgas and AJAS. A variety of individuals and agencies have been contacted regarding funding sources including Impact Alabama, the National Science Foundation (NSF), the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), and Laying the Foundation.

Goals for the upcoming year include the continuation of contacts with individual teachers and groups in an attempt to increase participation in the program. Funding sources will be explored with the intention of submitting the grant proposal to support efforts to increase participation. Catherine Shields will coordinate a table at ASTA October 20, 2009. 

Please see Gorgas attachments at the end of this packet of Executive Committee reports. 
19
Electronic Media Committee Report, Brian Toone
Website:

I have made a number of routine updates to the website (announcements, etc…) as well as these below:

Annual Meeting Title and Abstract Submission for 2010
No major changes to the submission process.

Fall Executive Report Submission Page
I updated the report submission page to gather reports for this Fall 2009 executive meeting.

Online Membership Application
After much communication with paypal, I have resolved the limitation that paypal placed on the account while they verified that we truly are a non-profit organization and that we truly are the owners of the bank account linked to the paypal account.

As of Wednesday, October 14,  73 people have created membership accounts using the online form (see below) and of those  73  people, we had the following dues breakdown:

20  
professional
1 yr memberships

2 
professional 
1 yr embership(renew)

2
professional
2 year memberships

2
professional
3 year membership

1 
professional
lifetime membership

32
student

1 year memberships

1
student

4 year membership

13
non-paying (or mailed in)

Current paypal balance: $1,732.34 USD

Merging the online and offline membership lists
I am still in the process of working on this, and unfortunately have no further progress at this time. Perhaps by the fall meeting, I will be able to update with additional information.

[image: image1.png]Alabama Academy of Science Membership Registration
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D.  Old BusinessE

E.  New Business

1.  Changes to the AAS Constitution & Bylaws

Enactment of the changes recommended by the Long Range Planning Committee will necessitate changes in the AAS Constitution & Bylaws.  Also the scope of the Fellows of the Alabama Academy of Science should be included in this document.  The recommended changes are as follows in the indicated Articles [deletions are struck-out; additions are bolded and underlined]:

 ARTICLE Ill. SECTIONS

 

Sec. 1. The Academy shall have the following scientific sections:

 

I.
Biological Sciences

II.
Chemistry

Ill.


Physics and Mathematics 12
IV.
Engineering and Computer Science12

   V.
Social Sciences12
  VI.
Anthropology12
 VII.
Science Education

VIII.
 Industry,  Environmental, and Earth Science12
 IX.
Health Sciences

 X.


Bioethics and History and Philosophy of  Science12 

ARTICLE IV, Sec.1

r) Wright A. Gardner Award and Fellow of the Alabama Academy of Science Committee: Shall consist of four (4) members appointed by the President for staggered two (2) year terms with a chair designated for each ensuing year. 
The Wright A. Gardner Award is made by the Alabama Academy of Science to some specific individual for noteworthy achievement in the field of Science during residence in Alabama. AAS members are invited to submit nominations for this award to the chair of the committee.  Members of the committee should encourage AAS members to submit nominations of outstanding persons. Each nomination should consist of a curriculum vitae and a list of publications or other documentation substantiating the person’s special contribution to science in Alabama. The nomination material must be summarized in the form of a one-page citation. The committee, upon reaching a decision that an award should or should not be made, must relay this information confidentially to the President of the Senior Academy at least thirty (30) days before the Annual Meeting. In the event of an Award, the President should promptly notify the person selected for the honor. The Gardner Award itself shall be an appropriately executed plaque presented at the annual banquet of the Senior and Junior Academies after the President or the Chair of the Award Committee has read the citation.

The Fellow of the Alabama Academy of Science designation is made by the Alabama Academy of Science to recognize individuals for their contributions in science in the State of Alabama and for their service to the Academy.  AAS members are invited to submit nominations for this award to the chair of the committee.  Members of the committee should encourage AAS members to submit nominations of outstanding persons. Each nomination should consist of a curriculum vitae and documentation substantiating the person’s special contribution to science in Alabama and service to the Academy. The nomination material must be summarized in the form of a one-page citation. The committee, upon reaching a decision that a Fellow designation should or should not be made, must relay this information confidentially to the President of the Senior Academy at least thirty (30) days before the Annual Meeting. In the event of a Fellow designation, the President should promptly notify the person selected for the honor.  An appropriately executed certificate shall be presented to the designee at the annual banquet of the Senior and Junior Academies after the President or the Chair of the Award Committee has read the citation.12

ARTICLE XIV.  AWARDS AND DESIGNATIONS12
Sec. 1  A limited number of named awards/designations shall exist in the Academy.  

Sec. 2  These awards/designations can be named for an individual who has been very devoted to the Academy or for the nature of the award/designation.  

Sec. 3  Each award/designation shall be directly connected to the objectives of the Academy.

Sec. 4  New awards/designations shall be established only when sufficient funds are in place or will be available in a regular manner to support these award/designation programs.

 

ARTICLE XV. AMENDMENTS

 

F.  Adjournment  ~ 12:00 pm
B.  Officer Reports
B-1
Board of Trustees Report

No report submitted.

B-2

President’s  Report

Mickie Powell, Brian Burnes, and I have been working to fill committee vacancies.  Most committee members have agreed to re-appointment.  For those who wish to step down, we have sought replacements.  In particular, Marietta Cameron has tentatively agreed to appointment as Secretary of the Executive Committee.  Also there was some confusion between me and Jane Nall as to whether she wanted to continue as Chair of Science Olympiad.  It turns out that she has agreed to continue to serving as Chair.

The current list of nominations appears in the nominating committee report.  However a vacancy still exists in the key committee position of Treasurer of the Executive Committee.  We have been seeking a replacement for Taba Hamissou for two years without finding a candidate. 

As noted at the executive committee meeting last fall, the West Alabama Regional Science Fair (WARSF) still owes AAS a $975 fee from spring 2008.  Virginia Vilardi and Brian Burnes have been discussing this with the WARSF director, and they have come up with the following proposal:  The AAS will allow the 2008 fee of $975 to remain unpaid by the West Fair without penalty with the understanding that the new West Fair Director will reorganize the financial base of the West Fair and the 2008 fee will be paid as soon as possible.  I agreed to accept this proposal, since the Academy is no worse off than before, and might eventually receive payment.

I have been (a fly on the wall) listening to the e-mail conversation between our executive director, Larry Krannich, and the co-chair of the local arrangements committee at Alabama A&M, Yong Wang.  The result of this coordination appears in the draft AAS Program 2010 Meeting Booklet sent out by Larry. 

I have reviewed the current draft of changes to the Constitution and By-Laws made by Larry Krannich after discussion and approval of these changes during the executive committee meeting last fall. 

Respectfully submitted,

D. Brian Thompson, President

B-3

Report of the President-Elect
Numerous Standard Operating Procedures have been submitted by the various officers and committee chairs.  The following represents a compilation of those received.
Standard Operating Procedures of Alabama Academy of Science

1.
Second Vice President: officially s/he is in charge of committee nominations, i.e. report C-16.  However, it seems traditionally that it is the President that actually works to fill those positions with the help of the 1st Vice President..  In reality, the 2nd Vice President should study the constitution and bylaws, so that when s/he is president, will know what is being asked when requesting people fill the various committee positions.  The other thing the 2nd Vice President must do is find a replacement before the Spring meeting convenes!  

2.
State Science Olympiad Director

The duties of a state director of the Science Olympiad program are numerous, but they fall into three major areas: registration, tournaments, post-tournament/general duties related to the national organization. Many of the duties are handled on a daily basis, some days for long periods, and other days for short periods. Almost all duties are handled solely by the director. One year out of the last 14 years a parent offered to type the spreadsheet.  

A few years ago when I was a regional tournament director, I kept a very accurate account of the minutes I spent for the regional tournament. The amount of time exceeded 200 hours. And a state director has many more responsibilities and will spend in excess of 800 total hours performing Olympiad-related activities.

I.  TEAM REGISTATION DUTIES

1. Send the estimated numbers of rules manuals in both middle and high school divisions to the national organization. Often this number has to be increased 1 or 2 times during the year if more teams register Total time: about 1.0 hr.

2. Make certain that all teams have submitted proper school information. In the past, this info has been all entered manually by the director. We are in the process of developing a complete on line registration process, but it will still have to be accessed daily.3333-

· Prepare mailing labels to mail manuals to registered teams; attach mail labels to envelopes.

· Write receipt for fees and send with rules manual.  Ship manuals to teams, making certain school gets correct number and division manual.   In about 10% of the cases, schools provide incomplete mailing info and the director has to find correct info.

5. Prepare deposit slip for checks and take registration fees to bank.

8. On monthly basis prepare payment request for some of registration fee to be sent to the national organization (The national organization will only handle the entire registration process if a state has fewer than 20 teams. GA has over 200) 

9. File registrations by division and tournament host.  Maintain spreadsheet.

10. Make certain the number of teams does not exceed the number that can be accommodated by a site. Make certain that all teams from one school are going to the same site. Often times the site selection has to be changed as schools often generate a second or third team before the registration deadline.

Time/day for tasks 2-9 : variable. Depends upon number of registrations received on a give day. 

Average time/week in May through October: 10

Total time for registration: > 200 hrs

II. TOURNAMENT DUTIES

1. Ensure that all sites have proper rules and rules clarifications, etc. Process involves frequent communication with national organization and site coordinators.

2. Develop a set of logistics/need suggestions and provide site coordinators with this information. Since the rules for some of the events are not final until November or even January, this form needs frequent updating.

3. Assist site coordinators with schedule development. A crucial activity is to point out which events are likely to use the same students, and hence should not be scheduled at the same time.

4. Order special equipment that certain events will need. Have these items shipped to sites.  

5. Maintain communication with TD’s of all site coordinators to insure that all or most questions and concerns are addressed. 

6. Remind the TD’s to order various awards (medals, ribbons, and trophies) for all sites. 

7. Determine the number of schools from each site that attend the state meets. Distribute the letters to the various regional sites.

8. Await invitation letter(s) to national tournament. Distribute these letters the state tournament coordinators. Send information to the national organization.

9. Collect and organize all final score sheets and evaluations from each site. Send this information to the appropriate place.

10. Acquire/develop/write tests for various events at various sites if needed.

11. Continue to find new locations and coordinators for tournaments. In some cases the coordinator retires; in others a school decides that it no longer wishes to host a tournament. This process involves at least one letter of request to the president/principal and then 1-2 personal meetings. The meetings often last 1-2 hours.

12. Send evaluations and suggestions to site coordinators.

13. Prepare and send thank you letters to the president/principal for hosting a tournament.

14. Prepare and send a note of appreciation to the principal of all participating schools. Many principals do not realize that an Olympiad coach will spend in excess of 200 hours working with students prior to the competition. 

15. Send proper site information to the national organization so the sites can be placed on insurance policy.

Total time for items II 1-15: >300 hours

III.GENERAL ADMINSITRATIVE DUTIES 

1. Prepare and handle budget.

2. Answer questions from coaches, coordinators, students, etc. I receive many emails and phone calls daily.

3. Work on new events.

4. Add new/updated info to web page

5. Send various forms to national; respond to questions from national

6. Continue to work with new coaches and to develop a “mentor network” of experienced coaches.

7. Continue to seek outside support in any amount for the program.

8. Attend national tournament.

9. Assist schools in developing practice tournaments, and SO programs.

10. Promote the Science Olympiad at many educational forums: ASIM, ASTA, etc 

11. Serve on rules editorial committee for national. Make comments and suggestions to rules as they are being developed.

Total time for items III 1-11: >200 hours

IV. ELEMENTARY SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

Many of the above items also have to be performed for various aspects of the elementary program.

Total time for elementary activities: 50-100 hours

Total time for all Science Olympiad activities: >750 hrs

3.
William H. Mason Scholarship Committee Committee Chair’s tasks:

1. October.  Attend Fall Executive Committee meeting.  Obtain permission to offer Fellowship in the coming year.  Also distribute Fellowship information and application form to Executive Committee members.  Make sure AAS webmaster has updated application form for the website.

2. November.  E-mail the deans of schools of sciences and dean of schools of education in Alabama.  Attach to the e-mail an information flyer and an application form.  Request that they forward the attachments to appropriate faculty.  Send a copy of this to committee members to alert them that the process has started.

3. January.  Receive and log in application materials.  One week before application deadline, inform applicants of the status of their application.  (I.e. application complete, or what they lack.  Applications received after this date do not get this service.  Late application material may or may not get consideration.)
4. February.  Photocopy application material and mail it to Committee members along with a form for ranking the applications.  Tally the results.  Inform the President and the Executive Director of the Committee’s selection, if any.  Send Fellowship acceptance form to selectee.  
5. March.  Send to the Treasurer the name of the Fellowship recipient and give instructions to the recipient for collecting the award.
4.
Chair of Section X - Engineering and Computer Science

Duties:

* Chair the research presentations and business meeting at the spring annual meeting

* Solicit abstracts from institutions around the state

5.
Editor for electronic media

Duties::

* Make updates to the website as requested by AAS executive committee

* Organize the online abstract submission process for the spring annual meeting

* Collect all the abstracts submitted for the annual meeting and send them to the journal editor

* Organize the online submission of committee reports

* Manage the online membership features of the website including paypal dues collection

6.
International Science and Engineering Fair Coordinator
As ISEF Coordinator I research and plan the trip to the International Science and Engineering Fair held each year in a different location (this year San Jose, CA). I make hotel and travel arrangements for the group, coordinate with the individual fair directors to obtain information about their winners, then travel with and chaperon the group throughout the week of ISEF. During the week students are prepared for the competition during set up and inspection as well as interview practice. Group field trips are organized and supervised. Financial accounting for the group is also done. This includes budget proposal to the fair directors, collecting funds from fairs and additional attendees,and final report to the Academy Treasurer.  A press release is provided to news media across the state and to the state dept. of education. The ISEF group normally includes 20 students and 10 or more additional adults.

7.
Public Relations Committee

Needs description:

8.
Chair of Board of Trustees

Chair of Board of Trustees, automatically then Chair of Budget and Finance Committee.

Duties of Chair of Board of Trustees-----Board is an advisory board for advice on direction and solving problems. Chair of Board provides coordination of Board with Executive Director and President of AAS.

9.
Chair of Budget and Finance Committee

Budget and Finance Committee is an oversight group to examine annually the finances and financial health of AAS. Committee provides appropriate recommendation to the AAS concerning procedures to maintain financial stability and soundness.

10.
Auditor

The audit will consist of me going over the Treasurer’s records for funds received and funds paid out to assure that the records are accurate. I will submit a final auditor’s report before the spring meeting

11.
Duties of Archives Chair

I receive documents from members of the AAS and transmit them to our Archives.

Respectively submitted,
Brian Burnes, President-Elect
B-4
Second Vice President Report
I have contacted individuals to serve on the Board of Trustees, Editor of the Journal and Associate Counselor to the Junior Academy.  The results are as follows:  
Board of Trustees

Brian Burnes, Adriane Ludwick, and Richard Hudiburg have each agreed to serve another term on the Board of Trustees. Ronald Dute will be stepping down after several years of excellent service. I contacted Mike Howell (Samford University, retired) and he has accepted the nomination to fill Roland Dute’s position. 

AAS Journal

Safaa Al-Hamdani has agreed to continue serving as our journal editor. We greatly appreciate his continued service as editor. 

Associate Counselor to the Junior Academy

I have contacted Catherine Shields (Jefferson County International Baccalaureate) as a potential nominee for the vacant position of associate counselor to the Junior Academy. I have not had a response as of March 28, 2010. If she is unable to accept the nomination I would be grateful for other suggestions for this position.

Respectfully submitted

Mickie L. Powell

Second Vice-President

B-5
Secretary Report

1. I provided sets of labels of current members to Safaa Al-Hamdani for the journal.

2. As of February 24, 2010 we have 351 members including library and other members. There are 205 paid for 2010 and 146 are not paid at this time. 

3. We currently have on the rolls 94 Active members (30 paid), 20 emeritus (16 paid), 71 lifetime, 88 Student (42 paid),   and 32 other members.

4. We have taken in approximately $2905 in dues and this is an underestimate of about $1000.00 

5. Memberships by section are listed below.

	Section #
	Total #

	1
	118

	2
	28

	3
	6

	4
	7

	5     
	37

	6
	5

	7
	9

	8
	13

	9
	40

	10
	17

	11
	9

	12
	5

	77(other)
	33

	None selected
	24



	total
	351


6. I only sent one set of  reminders out this year.

7. We need to continue to improve PayPal Information.

Respectively submitted,
James Rayburn, Secretary

B-6

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report consists of the following:


All account balance as of March 24, 2010

All financial assets report, as of March 24, 2010

Incomes and Expenses statement as of March 24, 2010
The quarterly income for the Academy is $5,348.91 including memberships and Journal supports. The expenses totaled $5,244.22, including an estimated interest from the 2 cds ($418.24.) Printing invoice for the journal issue was paid by Auburn University. During this quarter, we received library supports from UAB, UA, and Troy University.
Respectively submitted,

Mijitaba Hamissou
All Account Balances as of 03/24/2010
Account








Balance

CURRENT ASSETS as of 03/24/2010








Bank accounts

cd(1) + cd(2)







$22,378.30


Saving account







$1,266.63
Checking







$3,169.09
TOTAL ASSETS







$26,814.02
On October 14, 2009, it was: 






$26,936.52

cd(1) + cd(2)







$21,960.06

Saving account







$1,263.82

Checking account







$3,712.64

October 14, 2009 – March 24, 2010

Details of financial activities

INFLOWS

From 2009 meeting received after October 2009, 


1,253.73

Membership received






1,730.00

Library support (multiple)





1,250.00

JAAS Publication contributions





600.00

Gale Group, notoriety






106.94

Interests from cds and saving acct




418.24

TOTAL








5,348.91

OUTFLOWS

Honoraria

Exe. Director







3,000.00

JAAS Editor







1,200.00

JAAS Secretary







800.00

JAAS mailing and stamps





194.22

Bank Charges







50.00

TOTAL OUTFLOW







5,244.22

B-7
Journal Editor Report
The following has been accomplished since the last meeting:

· The Alabama Academy of Science Journal Vol. 80. No 3&4 has been successfully released.  

· The Alabama Academy of Science Journal Vol. 81. No.1 will be distributed to the members in April 2010.

· I have met with the Executive Sales Representative for Cengage Learning - Brooks/Cole Publishing.and he informed me that they are willing to continue to advertise in the journal.

Respectively submitted,

Safaa Al-Hamdani
B-8

Counselor to Alabama Junior Academy of Science Report
No report submitted.

B-9

Science Fair Coordinator Report
No report submitted.

B-10

Alabama Science Olympiad Report
Alabama Science Olympiad has experienced a rough year.  Proration and budget cuts hit home as many teams failed to register.  Bad weather on the weekend of the tournament at University of Alabama Tuscaloosa and the tragedy at University of Alabama Huntsville could have resulted in two tournaments being cancelled.  They rallied!  The loyal Science Olympiad event judges, directors, volunteers and teams pulled it together to attend the rescheduled tournaments.  Director sincerely appreciates the loyalty of everyone to the SO program.  

Spring Hill College joined the SO Alabama family and conducted a fine tournament.  The directors are enthusiastically beginning plans for 2011.  I have been contacted by two honor UAB students and they are volunteering to Co-direct a C tournament there next year.  They are encouraged by several science educators in the Birmingham area.

As for A2, the little Olympians, we have a record number of participants in 66 teams.  Tournaments include University of West Alabama, Auburn University and Jacksonville High School.

Alabama will be represented by two B teams in May at National Tournament scheduled May 20-22, 2010 at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  Auburn Junior High and Our Lady of the Valley will be our B teams.  One C team will represent us.  The State C is in April and will have 11 teams vying for the win!

If we can keep the present folks hosting tournaments (three A2 tournaments, four B tournaments, with UAB adding, four C tournaments) and add a few more, Alabama Science Olympiad numbers should rebound.   In addition to the current regional hosts (UWA, AU, JHS, UAH, AUT, and SHC), I am very appreciative of directors and event supervisors at Huntingdon College and Jacksonville State University for hosting the State B and C tournaments.

Discussions of coaching clinics are in the works.  I hope to have announcement of locations and schedules later in the summer.  

Thank you for your support of Alabama Science Olympiad.

Respectively submitted,
Jane Nall, State Director

ALABAMA SCIENCE OLYMPIAD 2009-2010

Division A2 Grades 3-6 Olympiad Tournaments

University of West Alabama, Tuesday, October 20, 2009. Dr. Jeffery Merida. Univ. of West Alabama, Station 7, Livingston, AL 35470.  jmerida@uwa.edu    

Jacksonville High School, Saturday, February 27, 2010.   David Peters, 1000 George Douthit Drive SW, Jacksonville, AL 36265.  (256) 435-4177, www.esoatjhs.org 
Auburn University, March 27.  Greg Harris & Terry Tidwell, Department of Mathematics, 218 Parker Hall, Auburn, AL 36830 harriga@auburn.edu or tidweto@auburn.edu 



Division B Grades 6-9 Olympiad Tournaments                                                                

Spring Hill College, February 6.  Dr. Charles Chester, (251) 380-3071, cchester@shc.edu
Auburn University, February 20. Dr. Steve Stuckwisch, Department of Geology, 108 Tichenor Hall, Auburn University, AL 36830. (251) 844-6575 sstuckwisch@charter.net;  http://www.auburn.edu/~stuckse/ScienceOlympiad/ 
University of Alabama at Huntsville, Saturday, February 28, 2010.   Mrs. Vanessa Colebaugh, 5019 Willow Creek Drive, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763. (256) 922-5747 nessacita@comcast.net, http://www.uah.edu/sciolympiad/index.php 

University of Alabama, Saturday, February 28, 2010. Luoheng Han, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor,  College of Arts and Sciences, University of Alabama, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0268, Phone: 205.348.7007,  Fax: 205.348.0272. www.as.ua.edu
Division C Grades 9-12 Olympiad Tournaments
Spring Hill College, February 6.  Dr. Charles Chester, (251) 380-3071, cchester@shc.edu
University of Alabama at Huntsville, Saturday, February 28, 2010.  Mrs. Vanessa Colebaugh, 5019 Willow Creek Drive, Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763. (256) 922-5747 nessacita@comcast.net,  http://www.uah.edu/sciolympiad/index.php 
University of Alabama, Saturday, February28, 2010. Luoheng Han, Ph.D., Associate Dean and Professor, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Alabama, Box 870268, Tuscaloosa, AL 35487-0268, Phone: 205.348.7007, Fax: 205.348.0272. www.as.ua.edu
State Science Olympiad Tournaments
Huntingdon College, Saturday March 14, 2010.  Division B, Dr. Sidney Stubbs, Assoc. Vice President for Institutional Assessment and Compliance and Professor of Mathematics  sstubbs@huntingdon.edu and Dr. Jim Daniels, Assoc. Prof. of Biology,  jdaniels@huntingdon.edu , 1500 E Fairview Ave, Montgomery, AL 36106 (334) 833-4430 

Jacksonville State University, April 10, Dr. A. Helmes, Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, AL 36265.  Ph: 256-782-5816, fax: 256-782-5336, nvasumat@jsu.edu
2010 Science Olympiad National Tournament. May 20-22, 2010 hosted by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
State Director:  Jane Nall, 31110 Wakefield Drive, Spanish Fort, AL 36527 (251) 621-2911, email drnall@hotmail.com   Alabama Science Olympiad web page:  http://aso.jsu.edu/   






















B-11

Counselor to AAAS Report
No report submitted.
B. 12. Section Officers

B-12, I
Biological Sciences Section Report
The final numbers for Section I presentations at the 2010 meeting at Alabama A&M are:

A total of 81 presentations


37 oral paper presentations
44 posters
16 students are entered in the competition for best oral paper presentation 

Judges: 

George Cline (contact person Wed am)
Megan Gibbons (contact person Wed pm)
Ketia Shumaker
other academics in attendance
 31 students are entered in the competition for best poster and will be judged by at least two of the following judges:


Megan Gibbons
Mickie Powell
Martha Verghese
Because there are more than 12 participants in each of these competitions, we will give 2 awards for each “best student oral paper presentation” and “best student poster”.  

Respectively submitted,

Megan E. Gibbons, Section I Chair
B-12, II
Chemistry Section Report
B-12, III & IV
Geology & Earth Science Section Report

Geography, Forestry, Conservation & Planning Section Report
There are twelve papers and nineteen posters scheduled for presentation in the joint meeting of Section III - Earth Sciences and Section IV– Geography, Forestry, Conservation, and Planning for the 87th annual meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science. Election of a section chair and vice-chair are slated for the business meeting of the section IV.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard A. Hudiburg, Organizing Chair

Sections III and IV

B-12, V
Physics and Mathematics Section Report

I am pleased to report that a total of twenty seven presenters (twelve oral and fifteen poster presentations) have submitted their research work for presentation in the Physics and Mathematics Section this year. 

Three oral presentations and seven poster presentations have been entered for student award competition.

Respectively submitted,

Akshaya Kumar 

B-12, VI
Industry & Economics Section Report

No report submitted.
B-12, VII
Science Education Section Report

The 2010 Science Education session consists of seven paper presentations and three poster presentations. The presentations range from environmental and educational outreach issues to gene research, critical thinking and ethnohistory. 

Morning presentations

1. Jones Valley and the Minerals Beneath: How Geology Built a City. Heather E Guy, Miss, University of Alabama, Birmingham.

2. Green Landscapes and Environmental Policy: A Conceptual Model for Service Learning. Stephanie E. Freeman, Catherine Sabots, PhD, Rudy Pacumbaba Jr., PhD, Alabama A&M.  

Poster Session

3. Connecting Lives: A Community Outreach and Field Study in Titusville Alabama. SaBrina D Bone, Barry McNealy, Jordan Croft, and Angelik Johnson, Malcolm Ryans, Melvin Griffin, Delana Buford, Christopher Evans, Brea Roper, Kenneth Sutton, Sharyn R. Jones, and Loretta A. Cormier, University of Alabama, Birmingham; Birmingham City Schools, A.H. Parker High School.

Afternoon presentations

4. Ethnohistory of Food: Food and Folk Medicine of Alabama Slaves. Ashley Wilson, Loretta A. Cormier, University of Alabama, Birmingham. 

5. If You Are What You Eat, Then Maybe We Should Learn More About the Food We Eat: Increasing Awareness of Nutritional Benefits and Consequences Among Elementary Students in Alabama. Lindsay Lee Whiteaker, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Anthropology .

6. Teaching Critical Thinking in a Physical Chemistry Course. Michael B. Moeller, University of North Alabama.

7. Death in a Box: Packaging the Decomposition Process for the Museum Environment. James P Cormier, Mr., Spring Valley School, Birmingham, AL.

8. Science Education through an Interdisciplinary Field School on Nayau, Fiji. Sharyn R. Jones and Loretta A. Cormier, Dept. of History and Anthropology, UAB. 

9. Fostering Young Researchers through REU. Sha Li and Yong Wang, Alabama A&M University. 

10. Genes and Consequences: A Bioinformatics Laboratory Experience. April M Reis, Madelene Loftin, Jennifer Carden, and George Williams, Athens State University; HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology.

We look forward to an energetic and insightful Science Education session. 

Karen R. Utz

Chair, Science Education Section








B-12, VIII

Report of the Behavioral and Social Sciences
There are seven papers and three posters scheduled for presentation in Section VIII – Behavioral and Social Sciences for the 87th annual meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science. Election of a section chair and vice-chair are slated for the business meeting of the section.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard A. Hudiburg, Chair

Section VIII

B-12, IX
Health Sciences Section Report

In response to the 87th Annual Meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science’s 2010 call for paper and poster titles, three paper titles and one poster title was received.  All were accepted.  One paper was entered into the student competition.  No posters were entered into the student competition.  The overall number of respondents was below last year’s level.  The paper and poster presentations will be held on Wednesday, March 31, 2010 at A&M University. 


The goal for the 88th Annual Meeting will be to increase the number of paper and poster presentations for this section.  This should have an added benefit of increasing membership.  Contacts from the colleges around next year’s annual meeting site will be identified to be targeted first with email invitations to participate in the 2011 Annual Meeting.  Other schools across the state will be emailed as well.  Some contacts have already been made for future presentations (e.g., new nurse practitioner program at UAB).  Students from all health sciences will be targeted for participation, including medicine, nursing, public health, dentistry, optometry, health sciences biomedical, etc.  In addition, follow-up personal phone calls will be made to encourage participation. 


Several nursing participants entered paper/poster entries in other sections.  For future consideration, I would like to have an open discussion at our executive committee meeting about the issue of whether the participant or the committee should make the decision of what section the paper/poster will be assigned if accepted.
Respectfully submitted,

Bettina Riley, Chair

B-12, X
Report of the Engineering and Computer Science Section

The Engineering and Computer Science section is well represented this year, with fifteen paper and six poster submissions.  Of these, nine papers and four posters were entered for competition.

Respectively submitted,

David Thornton, Section X Chair
B-12, XI
Anthropology Section Report
No report submitted.
B-12, XII
Bioethics and History/Philosophy of Science Section Report
At our 2009 meeting, we heard a total of 7 papers.  Five were delivered by faculty members and two by students.  A number of other faculty sat in on the session and were active participants in the discussions.

At the business meeting, Gerard Elfstrom was chosen as Section Chair.  No Vice Chair was chosen.    

This year, we had 7 papers submitted and will need to elect a Vice Chair for the section.

Respectively submitted,

Gerard Elfstrom, Chair
B-13

Executive Director Report
Since the last Executive Committee Meeting, my activities have focused on the following:

1. Solicited and obtained contributions from universities/colleges for JAAS support.

2. Coordinated with Brian Toone to have on-line submission of paper/poster titles and abstracts and executive committee reports for the annual meeting.  The submission site included check-off boxes for students to enter the paper/poster competitions and request travel awards without having to proceed to another site.

3. Organized the annual Alabama Undergraduate Chemistry Research Symposium and gained co-sponsorship from all Alabama ACS Local Sections.

4. Worked with the President and Vice President to update all committee appointments.

5. Worked with section chairs and the local arrangements chair in the development of the program and program booklet for the 87th annual meeting of the Academy.  
6. Forwarded a draft version of the program booklet to all presenters to check for accuracy of paper/poster listings.

7. Worked with presenters and the local arrangement chair in making changes to the program booklet.

8. Forwarded the final version of the program booklet to Brian Toone for posting on the web on March 16, 2010 and forwarded the program to the local arrangements chair for printing.  
9. Sent e-mails to all paper/poster presenters thanking them for their participation and notifying them of poster guidelines and the posting of the program on the web site.
10. Communicated with a potential donor who desires to put a bequest in his will concerning scholarships and land for a possible field research site.
11. Designed and printed certificates for the Carmichael Award and all Section paper/poster competition winners.

12. Prepared the banquet program.

13. Developed a doodle.com site for intended participation in the Executive Committee dinner and meeting.

14. Prepared the committee chair report compilation and action items for posting and availability at the Spring Executive Committee meeting.

Respectively submitted,

Larry K. Krannich

Executive Director
C.  Committee Reports
C-1

Local Arrangements Committee Report
C-2

Finance Committee Report

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

The assets of the Academy as reported at the Fall Executive Committee meetings and Annual Spring meetings since 2001 are listed below.

Period


Assets

Change

Period


Assets

Change



(End of Period)







(End of Period)

1/1 – 10/12/2001
$71,763




1/1 – 12/31/2001

$75,813




1/1 – 10/12/2002
$72,197

       $434

1/1 – 12/31/2002

$72,813
 
 –$3,000

1/1 – 10/12/2003
$71,403

     –$794

1/1 – 12/31/2003

$74,800
 
   $1,987

1/1 – 10/26/2004
$74,265
 
    $2,862

1/1 – 12/31/2004

$74,610*
 
 –$   190

1/1 – 10/26/2005
$63,895

–$10,370

1/1 – 12/31/2005

$65,561*
 
 –$9,049

1/1 – 10/26/2006
$62,162
         –$1,733

1/1 – 12/31/2006

$67,555*
 
   $1,994

1/1 – 10/31/2007
$34,004

–$28,158

1/1 – 12/31/2007

$36,435*
       –$31,120

1/1 – 10/10/2008
$25,618

  –$8,386

1/1 –−3/13/2009

$28,989*
       −$  7,446

1/1 – 10/14/2009       $26,937                $1,319                   1/1 –  3/23/2010       $26,814*        --$ 2,175

During the last 18 months the financial assets of the Academy have remained relatively stable. A major reason for this has  been the recent renewed financial support from the AU library for printing of the Journal. However, it should still be noted that our total assets remain near a decade low. The Academy needs to maintain realistic budgets to reflect this and, should conditions warrant, be prepared to consider steps (i.e., dues increase, increased meeting registration fees, etc.) to augment revenue in the near future.

Respectively submitted,

Ken Marion, Chair, Finance Committee

*estimated
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Membership Committee Report
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Committee on Research Report
Forty students were given AAS Travel awards.  Thirty-six of these students were given $50, while 4 students from the host institution were given $25.  These students represented 10 Universities from across the state.  The total amount awarded was $3250.  A list of all awardees and their home institution is attached.

There was considerable discussion about awards for students from the home institution.  While they do not have the travel costs of the traveling students, they still have meals and possibly registration to pay for.  It was decided that the four individuals involved this time should be awarded one-half of the amount given to the other awardees.

We need to discuss how these monies are distributed at the Fall Executive Committee Meeting.  For ‘several years’ the committee has used funds for research awards to cover the increased demand for travel funds.  This ‘tradition’ was continued this year.  Does this need to be adopted as a formal policy, or can we continue to work as we do now?  Additionally, we need to discuss the travel awards.  These are usually based on need – i.e. the costs of registration, travel, and room & board.  Students at the host institutions do not suffer some of these costs and probably need less than students that are traveling greater distances.  At the same time, many students traveling are in University vehicles, so those costs are eliminated as well.  We need to have some discussion and develop a policy for awarding these funds, because we may soon see an increased demand for both Research and Travel funds.

AAS Student Travel Awards, 2010

	*Henock Tegete 
	Alabama A&M University

	*Lavanya Chava, Lav  
	Alabama A&M University

	*Ashlee Gray  
	Alabama A&M University

	*Jordan Moore 
	Alabama A&M University

	James R. Thomka  
	Auburn University

	Angela M. Jackson  
	Auburn University.

	Omowunmi A. Owoseni  
	Auburn University.

	Siddharth Alur  
	Auburn University.

	Yaqi Wang  
	Auburn University.

	Michelle Anne Maciejewski  
	 Birmingham Southern College

	Lindsey M Minton  
	Jacksonville State University

	Russell Price  
	Jacksonville State University

	George Kiplagat  
	Jacksonville State University

	Meriem Zettili  
	Jacksonville State University

	David Marc Ponder 
	Jacksonville State University.

	Walid Chacon  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Kristin D Shirey  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Sunde M. Jones  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Kristin M Schwarzauer  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Maman Brah  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Eric G Brown  
	Jacksonville State University.

	Jiangquan Zhu  
	Troy University.

	Edwards G Arthur  
	Tuskegee University.

	Andrew Coleman 
	University of Alabama, Birmingham 

	Song Gao  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Shawn Price  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham 

	Billy A McConathy  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Sandeep Kulathu  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Thomas Anthony  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Qichao Liu  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Kenneth C Walls, III  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Liping Zhou  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham.

	Upendra Sapkota.  
	University of Alabama, Birmingham.

	David A. Keating  
	University of North Alabama.

	Trent H Walters  
	University of North Alabama.

	Angela L. Mayer  
	University of South Alabama.

	Shayne L. Keyes  
	University of South Alabama.

	Samuel E Salvatore  
	University of West Alabama

	Ryan M Woods 
	University of West Alabama.

	Markita L Watkins  
	University of West Alabama.


*These 4 travel awards are for $25.  All others are for $50

Research Grant Awards

The following $250 research grant awards were made:
	Rebecca L. Goodwin 
	Auburn University

	Edwards G. Arthur 
	Tuskegee University

	Andrew Coleman 
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Qichao Liu 
	University of Alabama, Birmingham

	Taylor Roberge 
	University of Alabama, Birmingham


Respectively submitted,

George Cline, Chair, Research Awards Committee
C-5

Long-Range Planning Committee

There is no committee report at this time.

Respectively submitted,

Adriane Ludwick, Chair

C-6

Auditing, Senior Academy Committee Report

I have contacted the Treasurer, Taba Hamissou multiple times, requesting the financial records so that I might perform my audit. As of today (3/25/10), I have not received anything from Dr. Hamissou. So, I have nothing to report.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Angus, Chair
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Auditing, Junior Academy Committee Report

No report submitted.

C-8

Editorial Board & Associate Journal Editors Committee Report

No report submitted.
C-9

Place and Date of Meeting Committee Report

The following are the proposed sites for future annual meetings of the Academy:


2011 – Jacksonville State University


2012 – Tuskegee University

Tentatively, these meetings will be held in March of the respective years.

C-10
Committee on Public Relations Report
The Public Relations Committee has nothing to report.

Respectively submitted,

R. Dute

C-11

Archives Committee Report
We need to obtain photographs (especially of members of the Executive Committee), committee reports, minutes of the AAS Executive Committee meetings, and any other materials that may be of interest to our membership.  Items that may not seem of interest at present may be of great interest in the future.  Photographs of officers and members at meetings are of special interest.

If you have items that you believe may be worthy of inclusion in the AAS Archives, please send them to me or to Dr. Dwayne D. Cox, University Archivist, Auburn University Ralph B. Draughon Library, 231 Mell Street, Auburn University, AL  36849.
Access to our AAS Archives is available 7:45-4:45 Monday-Friday.   Dr. Cox has provided the following information relative to access.  Archives materials do not go out on interlibrary loan.  Patrons can come in and use them according to the donor specifications.  Some require special permission from the donating office or persons who made the donation or sometimes the archivist.   Materials to be used at night or weekends need to have special arrangements made so they can be pulled before 4:30 in the afternoon (Friday afternoon for weekend use).  Copies can be made in most cases and that can be done either by going through InfoQuest or contacting Dr. Cox or the reference desk at 334/844-1732.

I encourage all officers and members of the AAS to donate significant documents, photographs, etc. to the archives.

Respectively submitted,

Troy L. Best

Archivist, Alabama Academy of Science
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Committee on Science and Public Policy Report
No report submitted.
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Gardner Award & Fellows Committee Report
There were no nominations for Gardner Award this year.  There are three awards for Fellow of Alabama Academy of Science (FAAS) to be presented in the Banquet on Wednesday, March 31, 2010, to these very highly qualified and deserving members of the academy.

Respectively submitted,

P. C. Sharma, Chair
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Carmichael Award Committee Report
The winner of the Emmett B. Carmichael Award for 2009 is the following article.

Andrew M. Hein and Craig Guyer. Body temperatures of over-wintering Cottonmouth snakes: Hibernaculum use and inter-individual variation, The Journal of Alabama Academy of Science,  80(1), 35-44.

There were nine articles reviewed by the committee. These articles were either in the January 2009 (5 articles) or July/October 2009 (4 articles) issues of volume 80 of The Journal of the Alabama Academy of Science.

Appreciation is extended to the other members of the committee for reviewing and rating the articles: Robert Pitt of University of Alabama, Larry Davenport of Samford University,  and David Nelson of University of South Alabama.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard A. Hudiburg, Chair

C-15
Resolutions Committee Report
Three resolutions have been compiled for approval:  Thanks to AAMU, Honor and Recognition of Leven S. Hazlegrove, and Honor and Recognition of Adriel Johnson.  These are as follows:
Subject:  To honor and recognize Alabama A&M University and the Local Arrangements Committee for their outstanding efforts in hosting the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Alabama Academy of Science, March 30-April 1, 2010.

Whereas, Alabama A&M University of Professors Dr. Phillip Bording, Yong Wang, Florence Okafor, and Mezemir Wagaw did chair the Local Arrangements Committee and coordinated all arrangements for the highly successful 2010 meeting.

Whereas, Alabama A&M University Administration did support the meeting with superb facilities in Elmore Gym, Knight Center, and the Engineering Building

Whereas, Alabama A&M University did provide outstanding hospitality throughout the meeting

Whereas, Alabama A&M University faculty and staff generously provided their time to assure the success of the meeting 

Whereas, Alabama A&M University did coordinate an excellent awards banquet

Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Alabama Academy of Sciences Resolution Committee, its executive committee concurring:

That the membership of the Alabama Academy of Sciences, by this resolution,

honors and recognizes Alabama A&M University and the local arrangements committee for their outstanding efforts in organizing and conducting the 87th Annual meeting of the Alabama Academy of Sciences, March 30- April 1, 2010.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Alabama A&M University.

Subject:  Resolution in honor of Leven S. Hazlegrove

To honor and recognize DR. LEVEN S. HAZLEGROVE for his outstanding efforts and contributions to science, education, and the Alabama Academy of Science.

Whereas, Dr. Hazlegrove earned a BS degree in Chemistry from Howard College (Samford University), Master’s Degree in Analytical Chemistry from Emory University, a Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from the University of Alabama.

Whereas, Dr. Hazlegrove did postdoctoral work at Duke University, University of North Carolina, and others

Whereas, Dr. Hazlegrove was Professor of Chemistry at Samford University for 33 years and served as the Chairman of the Department

Whereas, Dr. Hazlegrove directed three international chemistry institutes for college professors in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) for the US State Department and presented many scientific papers at international and national meetings as well as published several books and numerous articles in scientific journals

Whereas, Dr. Hazlegrove was a member of the Alabama Academy of Science for many years, serving as President and Executive Director.

Wheras, Dr. Hazlegrove was awarded the Wright Gardner Award from the Academy in 2003 for his accomplishments in the field of science.

Now, therefore, 
Be it resolved by the Alabama Academy of Sciences Resolution Committee, its executive committee concurring:

That the membership of the Alabama Academy of Sciences, by this resolution, honors and recognizes Dr. Leven S. Hazlegrove for his outstanding contributions to cience and science education and conveys sadness upon his passing.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Hazlegrove family.

Subject:  Resolution to to honor and recognize DR. ADRIEL D. JOHNSON for his outstanding efforts and contributions to science, education, and minority student engagement in science

To honor and recognize DR. ADRIEL D. JOHNSON for his outstanding efforts and contributions to science, education, and minority student engagement in science.

Whereas, Dr. Johnson earned a BA in biology/chemistry at Washington Univ., St. Louis; BS in biology at Tuskegee University; MS degrees in biology at Tennessee Technlogical University and University of Alabama in Huntsville; and PhD in animal science/nutritional physiology at North Carolina State University

Whereas, Dr. Johnson was Associate Professor of Biological Sciences at the University of Alabama in Huntsville for 21 years, conducting research in cell biology and nutritional physiology

Whereas, Dr. Johnson was acutely interested in his students and devoted much of his time to promoting science and mathematics interest and careers among minority students 

Whereas, Dr. Johnson directed the campus chapter of the Alabama Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation

Whereas, Dr. Johnson was a member of the Alabama Academy of Science for many years.

Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Alabama Academy of Sciences Resolution Committee, its executive committee concurring:

That the membership of the Alabama Academy of Sciences by this resolution, honors and recognizes Dr. Adriel D. Johnson for his outstanding contributions to science, education and minority student career mentoring and conveys sadness upon his passing.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Johnson family.
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Nominating Committee Report
Listed below are committee positions up for re-appointment this year, and nominees (or lack thereof) for each position.
	Committee
	Position
	nominee
	comment

	Archives
	 Chair
	Troy L. Best
	re-appointment

	Auditing Junior Academy
	 
	unfilled
	

	Auditing Junior Academy
	 
	Govind Menon
	re-appointment

	Budget and Finance
	Trustee
	Ellen Buckner
	re-appointment

	Budget and Finance
	Counselor to the Junior Academy
	Henry L. Barwood
	

	Budget and Finance
	Secretary
	Marietta Cameron
	replaces 

James Rayburn

	
	Treasurer
	unfilled
	Taba Hamissou

	
	Journal Editor
	Safaa Al-Hamdani
	re-appointment

	Electronic Media:  
	 Associate Editor
	Marietta Cameron
	re-appointment

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	David Nelson
	replaces

Linda Reed

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	Robert Pitt
	re-appointment

	Emmett B. Carmichael Award:  
	 
	Larry Davenport
	replaces 

James Bradley

	Gorgas Scholarship Program:  
	 
	Elizabeth Dobbins
	re-appointment

	Gorgas Scholarship Program:  


	 
	David H. Nelson
	re-appointment

	Long Range Planning:  
	 
	Anne Cusic
	re-appointment

	Long Range Planning:  
	 
	Ken Marion
	re-appointment

	Mason Scholarship 
	 
	Malcolm Braid
	replaces

Lori Cormier

	Membership:
	 Chair
	unnecessary
	

	Public Relations: 
	 
	unfilled
	Roland Dute

requests replacement

	Public Relations:  
	 
	Ken Marion
	re-appointment

	Regional Science Fairs:
	 Chair
	Virginia Valardi
	re-appointment

	Research: 
	 
	Bruce Smith
	re-appointment

	Research:  
	 
	Alan Sprague
	re-appointment

	Research:
	 
	Robert Thacker
	re-appointment

	Resolutions:
	 
	 

Mark Meade
	re-appointment

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	 ???
	

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	Boakai Robertson
	re-appointment

	Science and Public Policy:
	 
	
	

	Science Olympiads:
	 Chair
	Jane Nall
	Re-appointment

	Wright A. Gardner Award:
	 
	Anne Cusic
	re-appointment verified - Sharma

	Wright A. Gardner Award:  
	 
	Barrett Bryant
	re-appointment verified - Sharma

	Wright A. Gardner Award:  
	 
	Gene Byrd
	re-appointment verified - Sharma


Respectfully submitted,

D. Brian Thompson
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William H. Mason Scholarship Committee Report
Two complete applications for the William H. Mason Fellowship were submitted and reviewed this year.  After considering the application material, the Committee selected Ms. Danielle Morlan for the $1,000 fellowship.  Ms. Morlan has been notified of the award and has verbally accepted the Fellowship, although we are still waiting for the written acceptance form.  She hopes to attend the banquet at the 2010 annual meeting. Ms. Morlan received a B.S. with a major in BioMedical Science from the Southern Illinois University in 2009.  She is attending the University of West Alabama for an M.A. in Education with certification in Biology.

I greatly appreciate the service of reviewing the applications performed by Committee members Charles Eick, Malcolm Braid, Loretta Cormier and Jane Roy.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael B. Moeller, Chair

William H. Mason Scholarship Committee

C-18
Gorgas Scholarship Committee Report  


The Gorgas Committee would like to thank the teacher-sponsors listed below who had applicants to the 2010 Gorgas Scholarship Competition. Without committed teachers these outstanding students would not have the opportunities for scholarships and further development in science. We are also pleased to report that three of the 2010 finalists were named Intel National Science Talent Search Semi-Finalists and one went on to be named a National Finalist. An outstanding competition program is planned for this meeting. Thanks to the many scientists who are assisting and paper readers and finals judges from institutions across Alabama!  

The report of Dr. Catherine Shields is attached. Dr. Shields has done an excellent job recruiting teachers, preparing a grant application and encouraging participation in the AJAS and Gorgas competitions. She has served as the Gorgas/AJAS Teacher-Fellow for two years and has assisted the program to grow during that time. We thank her for her expertise and activity on behalf of the Gorgas and AJAS programs. 

The Gorgas Committee met by conference call on March 10, 2010 to discuss continuation of the Gorgas-AJAS Teacher-Fellow program. We discussed the finances, effectiveness, and goals for the future. At this time the committee makes the following motion:

Motion: To continue the Gorgas/AJAS Teacher-Fellow position for the two academic years (2009-2011) with revisions to the Job Description and goals to be more technology focused. Final approvals of the job, goals, and candidates will be made by the Gorgas Committee with President and President-elect serving as ad hoc members. 

New this year!

The student poster display (with author present) will take place from 1:00-2:15, immediately outside the lunch area after the luncheon speaker.  I encourage all of you to take that opportunity to view the students’ posters and meet these outstanding science students. 

 

Respectively submitted

Ellen B. Buckner 
Chair, Gorgas Scholarship Competition

Thanks to 2010 Gorgas Teacher-Sponsors:

Ruth Borden

Alabama School of Fine Arts

Lady Emrich

Grissom High School

Vicki Farina

Brooks High School

Julibeth Jones

Jefferson County International Baccalaureate

Barry McPhail

Alabama School of Math and Science

Dasi Mosley

Ramsay High School

Catherine Shields

Jefferson County International Baccalaureate 

Emily Stafford

Deshler High School

Virginia Vilardi

Wetumpka High School

Nabiha Yuouf

Ramsay High School

AJAS/Gorgas Teacher-Fellow Report, March, 2010
During the fall of 2009, work focused on recruiting teachers who would be interested in having their students compete in the Alabama Junior Academy of Science (AJAS) Paper Reading and Gorgas Scholars Competitions. Attempts were made to expand participation through phone calls, e-mails, and networking at professional meetings. During the spring of 2010, efforts have focused on grant proposals to obtain funding for the Alabama Science Competition Teacher Network (ASCTN). These funds would be used to provide incentives for teachers to take on the extra responsibilities required for students to compete. 

During December and January, contact was made with Dr. Tommy Bice, Deputy State Superintendent of Education at the Alabama Department of Education. Upon hearing of the work of AJAS, Dr. Bice wrote, “What an exciting experience for those fortunate to be participants. I can see why you want it expanded in our state. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss possibilities with you and others you deem appropriate.” The hope was to include AJAS in the Race to the Top grant proposal for federal funds. Unfortunately, the demands of preparing the Race to the Top grant kept Dr. Bice from having time in his calendar to commit to us. However, he spoke at the Alabama National Board Certified Teacher (NBCT) Network meeting at Spain Park High School January 23, 2010. I was able to talk with him at this meeting. He expressed support for the work of the AJAS but was not able to include us in the Race to the Top proposal. I plan to be in contact with Dr. Bice during the summer to explore other funding sources. The states who will progress to the final review for the Race to the Top grants were recently announced, and Alabama did not make the cut.

A Toyota Tapestry grant was submitted in January for $10,000 to support the work of AJAS. Awardees were to be notified by March 1, 2010. As no word has been received, it is presumed that the grant was not funded.

Elizabeth C. French (Director, Alabama Commission on Higher Education, No Child Left Behind Program) was contacted about including AJAS in funding proposals for No Child Left Behind. That proposal will be prepared this summer and fall, so I plan to be in touch with Dr. French during the summer.

Twelve finalists were identified for the Gorgas competition, representing seven different schools (Brooks, Wetumpka, Alabama School of Fine Arts, Alabama School of Math and Science, Ramsay, Virgil Grissom, and the Jefferson County International Baccalaureate School). Dasi Mosley from Ramsay attended the AJAS state meeting in 2009 and submitted student work this year for the competition. Her students competed in Gorgas this year, but did not compete in Paper Reading. 

Ms. Tammy Dunn was asked to consider being the State Coordinator of the Science Olympiad competition. While Tammy is enthusiastic about Science Olympiad, she feels the commitment is too great to accept in addition to her work and personal responsibilities. The possibility of hosting a Science Olympiad competition at the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) was explored at a meeting that included Charlotte Kent and her roommate (UAB students), Catherine Shields, and Debbie Anderson (JCIB Faculty).  

Dr. Henry Barwood is receiving submissions for the AJAS Paper Reading competition. Students from Wetumpka High School, under the guidance of Virginia Vilardi, will compete in Paper Reading for the second year. While many teachers and others in the community were contacted, the expansion of the program is proceeding very slowly.

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Shields, 
Gorgas/AJAS Teacher-Fellow

C-19
Electronic Media Committee Report
Web Site

I have made a number of routine updates to the website (announcements, etc…) as well as these below:

Annual Meeting Title and Abstract Submission for 2010
No major changes to the submission process.

Spring Executive Report Submission Page
I updated the report submission page to gather reports for this Spring 2010 executive meeting.

Online Membership Application
As of Wednesday, March 24th, 66 people have either initiated or renewed their membership using Paypal according to this breakdown:

	22
	professional
	1 yr memberships

	3
	Professional
	1 yr membership (renewing)

	2
	professional
	2 year memberships

	3
	professional
	3 year membership

	1
	professional
	lifetime membership

	33
	student
	1 year membership

	1
	student
	3 year membership

	1
	student
	4 year membership


Current PayPal balance: $3,459.77
Respectively submitted,

Brian Toone,

Chair Electronic Media

D

D.  Old Business

E

E.  New Business

1.  Discussion of the possible donation by an individual to AAS to 

a.  Manage an endowment to provide grants to students to carry out research on the described forested part of the property

b.  Will the property to the Academy as a field station with the described stipulations.

F
F.  Adjournment
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